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I love to create through fantasy,  
transforming my dreams into images.

David LaChapelle

PRESS RELEASE

A large solo show that presents more than 100 images, from the 1990s 
until today, following the career of one of the most important and 
irreverent contemporary photographers.

For the first time in the world there will be exhibited the New World 
and Paradise series: 11 works that mark the artist’s return to the 
human figure and that are centred on such ideas as paradise and the 
representations of joy, nature, and the soul.

Casa dei Tre Oci, Venice, will be hosting, from 12 April to 10 Septem-
ber 2017, the surreal, baroque, and pop universe of David LaChapelle,  
one of the most important and irreverent contemporary photographers.

The exhibition, curated by Reiner Opoku and Denis Curti, and organ-
ised by the Fondazione di Venezia and Civita Tre Venezie, will be pre-
senting more than 100 images that follow the career of this American 
artist, from his early projects in black and white from the 1990s to the 
more recent works in colour, works which have largely become iconic 
and which have guaranteed him international recognition by both critics  
and the public.

The exhibition, the first solo show by LaChapelle to be held in Venice,  
proposes a great novelty: the world premiere of New World, a new 
series made over the past four years. It consists of 11 photographs that 
mark the artist’s return to the human figure and that are centred on such 
ideas as paradise and the representations of joy, nature, and the soul.
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When observing the path followed by LaChapelle over the past thirty 
years, we discover how his photography has been fostered, on the one 
hand, by his privileged relationship with magazines and advertising, 
where the icons of the fashion and star systems act as the raw mate-
rial for his inspiration, and, on the other hand, by the creative expression  
of his own vision of the world through images undoubtedly influenced by 
the younger generation of artists, his contemporaries, who have been 
shaped by Andy Warhol.

Denis Curti has said, “By delving into the deepest viscera of the com-
plex communications system of advertising and the star system, David 
LaChapelle began to consider “icons” as the real seed for a style that is 
concerned with both research and content. In Pop Art he found inspiration 
for thinking about the infinite reproducibility of images; and in fashion 
and merchandising he found that excess of realism and commercialisa-
tion that is, indeed, transformed into a dream.”

The exhibition layout starts from the 1990s, when Andy Warhol offered 
him his first professional photographic assignment for Interview magazine.  
It was in this period that LaChapelle pondered on the communicative and 
promotional possibilities of the press, possibilities closely linked to Pop Art.
His photos denounce contemporary obsessions, the relationship with 
pleasure, affluence, the superfluous, and the unbounded need to make 
an impression. And he wraps everything in electric colours and lacquered 
surfaces, all characterised by the recurrent presence of a brazen and 
aggressive nudity.

His subjects are such celebrities as Michael Jackson, Hillary Clinton, 
Muhammad Ali, Jeff Koons, Madonna, Uma Thurman, Andy Warhol, and 
David Bowie, the images of whom are used as mass-produced merchan-
dise, knowingly sacrificed on the altar of a system based on icons.
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The turning point that marked the change to a new phase of his art was 
his journey to Rome in 2006. It was then that, during a visit to the Sistine 
Chapel, he was transfixed by Michelangelo’s frescoes and the pomp of 
religious power, and these led him to espouse the monumentality and 
grandiosity of the Italian Renaissance. It was, in fact, Michelangelo’s The 
Deluge that suggested to him the creation of his own The Deluge, in which 
the references to Michelangelo’s masterpiece are mixed with the logos  
of the consumer society and the flaunted beauty of the naked bodies.

The exhibition continues with After the Deluge, photographs that show 
a situation in which all the objects and symbols of the current world are 
submerged, and Awakened, in which are portrayed people in an embry-
onic state immersed in water: a kind of resurrection after the deluge.
After 2006 LaChapelle began to make photographic series. Even though 
each series is autonomous they are linked together quite coherently in  
a subtle balance between the sacred and profane; they alternate various 
subjects on the common theme of Vanitas. In fact, if in Earth Laughs in 
Flowers this motif is approached through the beauty of faded flowers,  
in Still Life there is shown a series of wax statues destroyed by vandals 
and which have the appearance of various stars of Hollywood.

During his career this American artist has, of course, dealt with land-
scape photography which, from 2013 onwards, became an area of par-
ticular interest for his art. In Venice there will be shown some photos 
belonging to the series Gas Station and Land Scape, in which he has 
reconstructed scale models of gas stations and refineries, with the use 
of such recycled materials as egg cartons, computer motherboards, hair 
curlers, and drinking straws. In the more elaborate versions, LaChapelle 
photographed these small models in the Maui rainforest, in the desert, 
and on the coast of California.
It is for these very dreamlike versions of reality that critics have called 
him “The Fellini of Photography”.
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The previously unexhibited New World marks LaChapelle’s return to the 
human figure.
The project, which will be seen first in Venice, involved four years’ work. 
Its central themes are paradise and representations of joy, nature, and 
the soul, and his search for a way of photographing them in natural sur-
roundings.
For it, as LaChapelle himself has stated, he was inspired by Odilon Redon, 
a French painter from the late nineteenth/early twentieth century, an art-
ist he first saw at the Musée d’Orsay; William Blake; Michelangelo once 
again; and Michael Jackson. Another source of inspiration was the music 
of Pharell Williams, in particular his song Happy.
With these photos LaChapelle’s aim has been to meditate on such meta-
physical questions as how the soul journeys after death, and the joys 
and representations of paradise.

On Monday 10 April there will be a meeting with David LaChapelle in the 
Tolentini auditorium (IUAV University, 191 Santa Croce, Venice) organised 
by the Fondazione di Venezia and IUAV University.

The show will accompanied by a catalogue published by Masilio editori 
(in Italian and English).

With the sponsorship of the Tre Oci Club, a network of business friends 
who support the Casa dei Tre Oci
ATVO 
Colorificio San Marco
Distilleria Nardini 
Grafica Veneta
Magis Design 
Marsilio Editori

David LaChapelle (Fairfield, 1963). Brief biography.
David LaChapelle is internationally famous for his exceptional talent in com-
bining an original hyper-realist aesthetic with deep social communication.



Tre Oci
Giudecca 43, Venezia 

Info
Tel. +39 041 24 12 332 
info@treoci.org
www.treoci.org
 CasadeiTreOci

Press Offices
CLP Relazioni Pubbliche
Anna Defrancesco
tel. +39 02 36 755 700
mob. +39 349 6107625
anna.defrancesco@clponline.it

Civita Tre Venezie
Giovanna Ambrosano
tel. +39 041 2725912
mob. +39 338 4546387
ambrosano@civitatrevenezie.it

A project by With In association with Tre Oci Club Thanks to

His career in photography began at the start of the 1980s when he began 
to exhibit his work in various New York galleries.
After having studied at the North Carolina School of Arts, he moved to New 
York where he enrolled at the Art Students League and the School of Visual 
Arts. Thanks to shows in such galleries as the 303 Gallery and Trabia McAf-
fee, his work came to the attention of Andy Warhol who offered him his first 
professional photographic assignment. His photographs of famous people 
for Interview were positively welcomed and soon LaChapelle found him-
self taking photos for various prestigious publications and creating some 
of the most memorable advertising campaigns of his generation.
After having established himself in the field of contemporary photography, 
he widened the scope of his work to include the direction of musical vid-
eos, live theatrical events, and documentaries. He has directed musical 
videos for artists including Christina Aguilera, Moby, Jennifer Lopez, Amy 
Winehouse, Britney Spears, and No Doubt. His work for the stage includes 
The Red Piano by Elton John, and a spectacular show at Caesars Palace 
that he devised and directed in 2004.
His growing interest in cinema led him to make a short documentary film, 
Krumped, a prize-winner at the Sundance Festival, and from this he devel-
oped the film RIZE which was acquired for international distribution by 
Lion’s Gate Films. The film was screened, to great critical and public admi-
ration, in 2005 in America and in seventeen other countries throughout the 
world. It was chosen to open the Tribeca Film Festival 2005 in New York.
In recent years LaChapelle has returned to his origins and has exhibited 
his works in some of the most prestigious galleries and museums in the 
world. His works have been seen in such galleries as the Paul Kasmin Gal-
lery, New York; Jablonka Galerie, Berlin; Robilant + Voena Gallery, London; 
Maruani & Noirhomme, Belgium; and such institutions as the Museo de 
Arte Contemporáneo, Perù; Palazzo delle Esposizioni, Rome; Palazzo Reale, 
Milan; the Barbican, London; and the Helmut Newton Foundation, Berlin.

For all press, material and hd images
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