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The Center for Contemporary Culture Strozzina
The mission of the Fondazione Palazzo Strozzi is to revitalise the public spaces of Palazzo, one of Florence’s finest examples of Renaissance domestic architecture, and to establish it as an exciting, dynamic and international cultural destination for visitors of all ages and interests. Already the exhibitions held in the Palazzo’s grand spaces on the first floor have attracted international attention. To bring the courtyard back to life a café, a bookshop and a permanent exhibition on the history of the Palazzo and the Strozzi family were opened, as well as a programme of concerts and performances. From the outset, a key part of the Palazzo Strozzi project was to create a centre for contemporary culture at the very heart of Florence.

The Center for Contemporary Culture Strozzina (CCCS) is located in the recently restored spaces under the magnificent courtyard of Palazzo Strozzi – known as ‘La Strozzina’ – which previously housed the cellars of this Renaissance monument, and which hosted Florence’s most important international exhibitions in the years after the Second World War until the flood of 1966. The Centre comprises eleven rooms of different sizes, approx. 850 square metres. The absence of natural light enables individual curators to interpret the space in new ways and makes it possible to adapt and reshape the entire environment in accordance with the settings required by the various projects. The challenge posed by the Renaissance architecture of Palazzo Strozzi for contemporary art is taken as a stimulus to stage each new event and project as though in a theatre, constantly pursuing new possibilities of artistic communication and presentation.

The CCCS was created as platform for the different approaches and practices that characterise the production of contemporary art and culture. It will be open in the sense that the cultural mediation taking place is not aimed at developing one single interpretation but at stimulating a culture of critical debate and a reading of the many varied layers that make up our complex and sometimes apparently contradictory reality today.

Programme  CCCS 2008

Immediately following the inaugural exhibition Emotional Systems – Contemporary Art between Emotion and Reason on view from 30 November 2007 to 3 February 2008, the CCCS will present, from 7 to 29 February (every Thursday and Friday  from 17.45 to 20.00) the video review "Atlas of the future. Visions on the scenaries to come". The project is curated and directed by Silvia Lucchesi and realized with the contribution of  the Festival dei Popoli - Istituto Italiano per il Film di Documentazione Sociale ONLUS and l’Associazione culturale Lo schermo dell’arte.The Video Room will show a wide variety of film from important archives including monographs of artists, individual works, and art films and 

documentaries on historical, social and anthropological topics.  The programme will be split between documentaries as a form of critical analysis of contemporary life and historical and contemporary art videos.  The films will be selected by specialised curators who will also provide in-depth background information on the works being shown.  The programme is being developed with local partners, international festivals and experts in the field.  

From 20 March to 4 May 2008, the CCCS will host the exhibition CINA CINA CINA!!! Chinese contemporary art: beyond the global market/ CINA CINA CINA!!! Arte contemporanea cinese: oltre il mercato globale. Under the direction of three Chinese curators Zhang Wei (Guangzhou), Li Zhenhua (Beijing) and Davide Quadrio (Shanghai), the exhibition  will provide a critical reflection of the situation of contemporary art and artists in China today, tackling such topics as cultural identity and the impact of Western culture on China’s complex society.

Opening in September 2008 will be the exhibition Art & Commerce/Arte e Denaro, curated by the German critic Piroschka Dossi.  Designed to analyse the increasing correlation between contemporary art and the market, this exhibition will feature the works of contemporary artists who comment on the mechanisms of the international art system. The selection will explore the topic from different points of view, ranging from complete conformity with the market’s main principles to irony and sarcasm and even an explicitly “anti-market” position that tries to avoid the commercial aspects of the art market entirely.

The CCCS is also planning a full programme of lectures and workshops about the topics tackled in the various projects, plus ongoing partnerships with Florentine curators and cultural associations, to make la Strozzina a dynamic platform for cultural exchange and discussion for both artists and the public.

The 2008 will also see the launch of Emerging Talents/Talenti Emergenti award, created by the Palazzo Strozzi Foundation to promote young artists working in Italy and internationally.  The prize will be awarded by an international jury of critics and curators specialising in contemporary art.  The award is a scholarship to selected art schools or academies abroad.  The entries selected by the jury will be shown in an exhibition at the CCCS accompanied by a catalogue. 

Finally in 2008, the CCCS will also launch a cycle of site specific art, created specifically for Florence and for the Palazzo Strozzi.  Celebrated artists will be invited to produce works which relate to the city and its surroundings, its socio-cultural and urban context.  The works will be made together with students and young artists from Florence, providing them with the opportunity to have direct contact with the artist and expand their theoretical and practical experience.  The first two artists to be invited will be Marnix de Nijs from the Netherlands, with his multimedia interactive work Triple X, and Yves Netzhammer, who represented Switzerland in the 2007 Venice Biennale.

Florence, CCCS, Palazzo Strozzi

30 November 2007 – 3 February 2008

Opening hours: 10.00 – 22.00

Thursday from 10.00 to 23.00. 

Closed Mondays

Tickets: € 5.00  multiple entry (up to five times in one month, including lectures)

              € 4,00 (ATAF Travel card or ticket holders and Touring Club members)

              € Primary and secondary school

               € 10,00 Strozzina +  Piano Nobile exhibition

Information: T.+39 055 2645155
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