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Steve McCurry (Philadelphia, 1950), one of the great documentary photographers of our time, is at Palazzo della Ragione, in the center of Milan, from 11 November 2009 to 31 January 2010, with a unique exhibition, devoted to 30 years of his career.

The exhibition - promoted by the Municipal Authority of Milan, produced by Palazzo Reale and Civita, conceived and directed by Tanja Solci - proposes an exceptional collection of more than 200 photographs. 
Created for Milan by a Milanese team, the exhibition is a series of the journeys that Steve McCurry has undertaken over the past 3 decades.

“The sequence of images presented in the SUD-EST exhibition” - says Steve McCurry - “is suggestive of the vast tapestry of human experience and my chance encounters with silhouette and shadow, water and light, spire and sky. I wanted to create for the viewer the visceral sense of beauty and wonder that I’m confronted with during my travels, when the surprise of the strange rubs against the delight of the familiar”.
“I wanted to display the spirit of an artist” - states Tanja Solci.

The 200 photographs break with traditional methods of presenting an exhibition. Instead, the layout design by Peter Bottazzi proposes metaphorical branches of trees in an installation specially devised for Palazzo della Ragione, a unique space in the centre of Milan, the headquarters of the Municipal Authority devoted to photographic exhibitions.

The exhibition of SUD-EST is composed of six sections.
In Portraits, we find a selection of the portraits that McCurry considers essential to his story. Through them, viewers immediately encounter the beauty, the elegance, the dignity of the portraits and are suddenly projected into a relationship with the “other”. McCurry’s images have always highlighted the essential value of human dignity.

In Silence and Travel, the supporting theme is the journey through cultures and silence. McCurry’s photographs portray people in prayer, scenarios of silence, but also the amazement before the relationship of the human being with the absolute. “My life” - says Steve McCurry, “is shaped by the urgent need to wander and to observe, and the camera is my passport. This is the result of my restless curiosity: a selection of moments I have been fortunate enough to witness”.
In the third section, War, we reach the heart of the exhibition. The day after returning from a trip to Tibet on 10 September 2001, from the window of his studio in New York, Steve McCurry witnessed the destruction of the Twin Towers. A sudden and shocking change: from the silence of the meeting with the Dalai Lama to the horrifying scene of the collapse of the towers. The pain is transfigured by the harmony of the images. Beauty and tragedy are interwoven.

In Joy and Life, McCurry’s photographs immortalise scenes of joy, from which life flows. 
The fifth section, Children, makes visitors reflect on one of the most dramatic themes in the history of humanity: the exploitation of the very young, with child soldiers as its most extreme form.

The exhibition concludes with the section entitled Beauty. Here we find three images, one of which is the famous photograph of the Afghan girl with green eyes that has now become an icon of contemporary photography. The other two are also portraits (an Afghan student with books in her hand and an Afghan girl with a green shawl), that document two other female icons of our time through the work of McCurry.

Three further photographic sections will be presented in the exhibition, constructed as “short films”, with a non-stop sequence of photographs that compose three different stories: Monsoons, Aids, Portraits.
The exhibition avails itself of the precious participation of Arnoldo Mosca Mondadori for the preparation of the contents, Stefano Senardi, who has supervised the construction of the exhibition from the outset, Roberto da Pozzo, for the graphic design, and Biba Giacchetti, who with her agency SudEst57 supervises the photographer’s relations in Italy. Sud-Est, the title of the exhibition, is an homage to the close bond that McCurry has with this part of the world and with his Italian agency.
Steve McCurry. Biographical Notes

Born in Philadelphia in 1950, Steve McCurry studied cinema and history at Pennsylvania State University. He initially planned to devote himself to making documentary films, but soon began to work with a local newspaper as a photographer. After three years he decided to go to India for a few months and to put together his first real portfolio with images of that trip. He stayed there for two years and, after the publication of his first important work on Afghanistan, he contributed to some of the most prestigious magazines: Time, Life, Newsweek, Geo and National Geographic.

Photographing areas of conflict including Beirut, Cambodia, Iraq, Philippines, and Afghanistan, Steve McCurry has often been a witness to the effects and consequences of conflicts around the world. A member of Magnum Photos since 1986, winning many awards, his photograph of the iconic Afghan Girl is one of the most recognized pictures in the world. «I have learned to be patient. If you wait long enough, people forget you have a camera, and their soul will drift into view», McCurry explains. 
Milan, October 2009
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Scientific Committee

Biba Giacchetti

Arnoldo Mosca Mondadori

Stefano Senardi

Opening Hours
Tuesday to Sunday 9.30am-7.30pm
Thursday 9.30am-10.30pm
Monday 2.30-7.30pm
The box-office closes one hour earlier
Ticket Prices

€ 8.00 full fee.
Concessions: € 6.50 those under 18 and over 65, groups of a minimum of 15 and maximum of 25 people, coupon- holders and those with special arrangements.
€ 3.00 special schools.
Free: those aged under 6, one accompanier per group, two teacher accompaniers per class, journalists, disabled persons and their accompaniers.
INFO

www.stevemcurrymilano.it

02.4335.3522

servizi@civita.it
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